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What This Is 
This is your shortcut to making content that gets links on purpose, not by accident. 

No fluff. No 5,000-word listicles. Just real formats that work when your strategy (and 
self-esteem) are failing. 

Each template includes: 

● What it is 
 

● Why it works 
 

● How to make it without losing your will to live 
 

 

Template 1: The “Definitive” Guide 
What it is: One resource that answers everything on a specific topic 

Why it works: Everyone else’s guides suck 

Use when: Your niche has 20 bad articles and no clear authority 

 

Template 2: The Data Roundup 
What it is: A compilation of original stats, charts, or curated industry data 

Why it works: Journalists are lazy and love numbers 

Use when: You want citations and shares without doing a real study 

https://www.alexcornici.com
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Template 3: The Free Tool or Calculator 
What it is: A simple, functional thing people can use (no sign-up required) 

Why it works: People link to useful tools so they seem helpful 

Use when: You know how to use a spreadsheet or code more than a little 

 

Template 4: The Rant + Solution 
What it is: You complain loudly, then fix it 

Why it works: People love drama but stay for the utility 

Use when: You have spicy opinions and actual ideas 

 

Template 5: The Visual Explainer 
What it is: An infographic or process chart that solves confusion 

Why it works: People want pretty things to copy and paste 

Use when: There’s a topic everyone’s overexplaining 

 

Template 6: The “How I Failed But Still Won” Story 
What it is: A personal failure that led to insight 

Why it works: Self-deprecating content feels real and linkable 

Use when: You messed up publicly and want to turn it into SEO 

 

Template 7: The Resource List 



What it is: A curated list of tools, books, people, or links 

Why it works: Everyone loves being included, and they’ll link back 

Use when: You need a no-effort link magnet 

 

Template 8: The “Before and After” Case Study 
What it is: Show results—real numbers, real process 

Why it works: Proof wins over fluff 

Use when: You did something that worked and can explain it 

 

Template 9: The “Controversial But Correct” Opinion 
Piece 
What it is: A hot take with actual logic behind it 

Why it works: It sparks debate, gets shared, gets cited 

Use when: You’re willing to alienate a few LinkedIn people 

 

Template 10: The FAQ Monster 
What it is: One post that answers all the dumb questions 

Why it works: It earns snippets and earns links from other lazy writers 

Use when: Your industry is full of confusion and repetition 

 

Template 11: The “We Asked 30 Experts” Article 
What it is: A crowdsourced roundup of smart people’s takes 



Why it works: They all share it. You win. 

Use when: You can write 30 follow-up emails without crying 

 

Template 12: The Trend Tracker 
What it is: Predict what’s coming and why it matters 

Why it works: Bloggers and analysts love citing predictions 

Use when: You’re not too scared to be wrong 

 

Template 13: The Industry “State of the Union” 
What it is: A big-picture breakdown of what’s happening now 

Why it works: It becomes a reference point for the whole year 

Use when: You can back it up with facts, not vibes 

 

Template 14: The “Steal This Strategy” Guide 
What it is: A step-by-step breakdown of something that works 

Why it works: Everyone wants results without thinking 

Use when: You’ve done something useful and aren’t scared to share the playbook 

 

Template 15: The Ultimate Comparison 
What it is: Side-by-side breakdown of tools, platforms, or approaches 

Why it works: It shows up in buying decisions and gets linked by both sides 

Use when: You’re willing to name names and call out pros and cons 



 

Bonus: How to Actually Use This Vault 
● Pick one that fits your skill level and topic 

 
● Make it better than the first 5 Google results (not hard, most are terrible) 

 
● Share it like it’s a life-saving drug 

 
● Make it visual. Make it skimmable. Make it suck less. 

 

 

Final Tip: You Don’t Need All 15. Just One That Works. 
One well-executed content format can earn dozens of backlinks and traffic for years. 

So pick your weapon, make it good, and stop acting like SEO is only for robots and rich dudes 
with teams. 

Next time someone says “backlinks are dead,” send them this vault and walk away in slow 
motion. 
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